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Paperwork delays cause problems for international students
Joya Breems — Staff Writer
Dordt University international students can
come to the United States to study on an F-1
visa, a five-year visa allowing students to go to
school in the U.S. with a non-immigrant status.
To stay in the U.S. after graduation they must
apply for one year of OPT, or Optional Practical
Training in their field. Several international
students and recent graduates have experienced
problems with delayed or missing paperwork.
Students have an interview with their
embassy to get approved to study in the U.S.
“It’s important to emphasize the fact that
you’re reasoning for attending a U.S. university
is to study there full-time, and upon completion
return to your home country,” David Lee,
director of global education at Dordt, said.
There are roughly 710,000 international
students in the U.S. and another 200,000
gaining work experience through the OPT
program in the 2021 school year, according to
BestColleges.
Priscilla Pangestu, a recent Dordt graduate,
applied for the OPT program. She now works
in Chicago. Pangestu could only start applying
for OPT within 90 days of her graduation date,
a fast turnaround for starting work that summer.
She paid a $410 charge with the application.
“You want to have as much documentation
as possible,” Pangestu said. “It’s easier when
you have records of everything.”

After a student’s OPT status is confirmed
they have 90 days to find employment.
“After you pay so much, you want to ensure
you get hired,” Pangestu said.
International students have the extra
pressure of proving why a company should hire
them instead of a U.S. citizen.

Airband rocks the BJ Haan
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer

“It’s important for international students
to set themselves apart from their competition
because many companies argue why should
we hire [an international student] when we can
hire a citizen or permanent resident right off the
bat?” Lee said.
When a student applies for OPT, they receive

three pieces of mail from the immigration office:
an application confirmation, a document stating
whether they accepted or rejected the case, and
the confirmation card.
Unfortunately for Pangestu, the confirmation
card for her OPT status was lost in the mail,
causing a two-week delay in the start of her
work. She expected the card to arrive in the
mail around July 28, 2022.
“I already knew where I was going to work,
I was going to get the card and start the job,”
Pangestu said. “They can’t employ me without
that card.”
Pangestu didn’t receive a tracking number
or instructions on what to do if the card was
lost. She consulted her company’s lawyer
and together they decided the best option was
to start the application process over. By midAugust, her original card finally arrived in the
mail. She started work on Aug. 17, 2022.
“I was really frustrated; I cried every day.
It’s a time-ticking document; I could’ve gotten
paid, done projects, or found a place to live. It’s
wasting my money,” Pangestu said.
Pangestu is not the only international student
who struggled with delayed paperwork. Adonis
Salazar, a Dordt student from Thailand, started
class two weeks late because the embassy still
had his passport.
Salazar applied for an F-1 student visa
so he could study in the U.S. His family...
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Campus Christmas events
By Naomi Mellema – Staff Writer

Airband 2022 winners
Dordt University does not reside within a
town famous for its off-the-wall concerts - not
that there are none. One of the most lookedforward to events of every fall semester is
Pork and Bands, featuring local music groups
performing covers of well-known songs—or
even their own work—for the community’s
enjoyment. However, the next closest thing
the student body has to such an environment is
Airband, which took place this past Saturday,
Dec. 3.
By 7:45 p.m., students packed the BJ Haan
chatting excitedly with their friends while
enjoying the blasting music and colorful lights.
The hosts this year were seniors Aren Van

Hofwegen and Nate Arvizu, who used their
comical introduction video to show the “real”
side of campus security. Their jovial interactions
on stage built anticipation for each new act.
This year’s Airband featured five acts of
all different types and sizes. The first act was
named the Sunday School Dropouts. They
opened their show with huge cutouts of Bob
the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber dancing to
the Veggie Tales intro. From there, a group of
eight took the stage performing choreographed
dances to pop versions of classic tunes one
would learn at a Christian camp.
The next performance was the Mashed...
Cont. on pg. 9

As Dec. 25 draws near and the semester begins
winding down, Christmas events around Dordt
University’s campus are kicking off. Dordt
offers a variety of Christmas-oriented events
and activities for students, faculty, and staff.
The Learning Community Area Coordinators
and Resident Assistants are responsible for
planning and hosting many Christmas events
around campus. Many of the events and
activities are planned before December, in
preparation for the Christmas season.
“I enjoy the festive spirit around,” Keely
Kolbrek, an RA in Covenant Hall, said. “Seeing
decorations in the dorm halls and campus
buildings is fun.”
One of the Christmas activities this year was
Deck the Halls. Residents of West Hall and
Covenant Hall were encouraged to decorate
their dorm room doors for Christmas. Residents
used wrapping paper, lights, and other
decorations and supplies to bring spirit and
excitement to the dorm halls. Some doors are
transformed into fireplaces with stockings, the
North Pole, and Christmas trees with presents.
After decorating, residents submitted a picture
of their door for judging. Submissions were due
on Dec. 3. Judges will review the submissions
and announce a winner at the Gingerbread
Battle on Dec. 7. The Deck the Halls winner
will receive a record player and Bing Crosby’s
Christmas album on vinyl.
The Gingerbread Battle, another Christmas
event on campus, will be held in the Campus
Center on Dec. 7. For this event, all girls on
campus can sign up in pairs. Pairs will then
be combined to form teams. The teams will

A door decorated for Deck the Halls in West
Hall
compete against one another for a few possible
awards, which will be announced at the event.
Kolbrek thinks that an all-campus ice-skating
event would be a fun addition to Christmas
celebrations in the future. With Christmas music
playing, she thinks that the ice-skating rink...
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Peepholes

News

Jacqueline Getchell — Guest Writer
At the end of October, a journalist
approached Robert Taylor with a concern about
the lack of peepholes in apartment doors on
campus. This issue had not been brought up in
his 24 years of working at Dordt University,
which he blamed on the general feeling of
safety at Dordt. With students often bypassing
the locks on their doors despite staff efforts to
discourage this behavior, Taylor assumed this

attitude prevented the topic from arising earlier.
Once the issue was brought to his attention,
Taylor said he thought the idea was “fantastic.”
Christine Turek said that in her Southview
apartment, they often must rely on cracking the
door open to check who it is. She hoped that
with a peephole, they wouldn’t have to blindly
open the door to unexpected visitors.
Having consulted Josh Dorhout, Director of

Dordt’s fall semester ends
later than previous years
Georgia Lodewyk- Staff Writer

As many college students prepare for winter
break, students at Dordt University face a
frustrating reality: they will get out later than
many college students around the country.
Dordt’s winter break officially begins on Dec.
21, just four days before Christmas. The later
start to the Christmas holiday mirrors the later
start to the semester in August than what was
seen in the previous two years.
“We need a minimum of 42 Monday,
Wednesday, Friday class days and 28 Tuesday
Thursday class days for 14 weeks of class;
you then need a week of exams for a standard
15-week semester,” Jim Bos, Registrar and
Director of Institutional Research.
Additionally, Dordt keeps the tradition of
starting the fall semester on a Tuesday to avoid
Sunday travel. With that criteria, the calendar
was set in place. The fall semester began on
Aug. 30, six days later than last year’s start date.
The last day of exams, Dec. 20, is also six days
later than the last day for the 2021 fall semester.
Dordt’s later calendar gives students a
smaller window of time to make it home in time
for family gatherings and Christmas reunions.
This adds an additional headache during finals
week for some students, including junior Emma
Netjes, who has a Christmas gathering with her
family before the end of the semester.
“Having Christmas break be shorter this
year makes things very hard for traveling and
seeing family,” Netjes said. “The holidays are
a busy time and having only a few days before
Christmas Day makes that nearly impossible.”
Upperclassmen remember Christmas break
last winter, which ran from Dec. 15 through Jan.
13. With winter break starting six days later than
last year and classes beginning a day earlier, on
Jan. 12, Christmas break is indeed shorter.

Facilities and Services, soon after receiving the
initial email about the peepholes, Taylor said
the process of installation will begin within the
next few weeks. They have requested quotes
from three or four different peephole producers
and will decide which to use based on price
and security. The school will either purchase
peepholes without the ability to see through
from both sides, or they will buy peephole
covers.
According to Taylor, the largest variable in
planning for the installations comes from the
required labor. Outsourcing the workers would
likely cost more, so it remains a question of
availability of the maintenance workers on
campus. Regardless of this uncertain factor,
Taylor estimated that the project should cost
about $6000-8000, a price well within the
common range of campus expenditures.
After the initial purchases, a link will be
included in the Weekly to allow students to
request a peephole for their apartment or dorm
room. The hope is to install the peepholes
gradually, beginning with requests and
continuing to install them until they can finish

all of campus over the summer.
Taylor also mentioned his plans of adding
peepholes to hallway entrances in Covenant Hall
and examining the inconsistent lighting in East
Campus hallways which renders their peepholes
useless. Junior Greta Haas appreciates having a
peephole in her East Campus apartment, but she
feels unsafe when the hallway lights aren’t on,
especially at night, because it prevents her from
being able to see.
Haas said her and her roommate check their
East Campus peephole every time either of
them opens the door to an unexpected visitor.
“If it was someone that definitely looked like
they didn’t belong on campus, like an older
man or something, I probably wouldn’t open
it,” Haas said.
This ability to decide who enters her apartment
makes Haas feel safer with a peephole.
Contributed photo

Dordt gaming guild tabletop
war game event
Emma Bennett—staff writer

This schedule looks different than other
colleges in the area. Northwestern College in
Orange City and the University of Iowa both
began their semester on Aug. 22, and end
earlier than Dordt, on Dec. 16. But Jim Bos said
Dordt’s change in schedule is intentional— and
not unusual. Because Dordt always begins on a
Tuesday, the start date changes and crawls back
one day each year.
“At some point, you need to stop the ‘crawl
back’ and jump forward or classes would start
earlier and earlier every year,” Bos said. “Dordt
tries to keep that start of the semester between
Aug. 23 and Aug. 30, meaning the end of the
semester will be between Dec. 13 and Dec. 20.
The 2022-23 academic year happened to be the
fall we jumped forward.”
Bos said this Christmas break is not the
latest they have seen. In 2017, exams went
until Dec. 21. Since then, Dordt has eliminated
a Friday “review day” from the academic
calendar. Moving forward, Bos does not foresee
the semester extending past Dec. 19.
“Students often wonder about the
supposedly unusual start date— which really
isn’t so unusual,” Leah Zuidema, Vice President
for Academic Affairs, said. “If the majority of
students stayed for six years, they might notice
the fluctuation in start dates. But the good news
is that the vast majority of students graduate in
four years or less, so it is understandable that
students may be surprised to learn how the
calendar rotates through a regular schedule.”

In the world of gaming, there are few
experiences more thrilling than strategy.
The excitement of visualizing an outcome
and preparing for it, followed by the thrill of
success and domination has drawn people in for
decades. Since the Dordt University Gaming
Guild tries its best to have something available
for every type of gamer, there are numerous
strategy games available, including the subgenre known as tabletop war games. That is
why, on Nov. 18 at 7:00 p.m., Seniors Jacob
Toole, Jacob Olthoff and Caleb Hoke hosted
an event to try out several different war games.
There was also a prize raffle and snacks.
This type of strategy game, while similar to its
counterparts like Risk, uses dice and figurines
to play. It is unique in the fact that the set is
constructed by the player.
“My favorite thing (about tabletop games)
is the magic of getting to experience a taste of
history through tiny little men and set I made
using whatever I have lying around,” Toole
said.
Usually, games like these can last for hours at
a time, but this event includes a rotation through
the different games, so that players can get a
sense of each one without having to commit to
one. The games at the event were as follows:
What a Tanker! —Featured WWII tank
combat, where you use dice and tanks to engage
in battle with other players.
Chain of Command—Also set in WWII, this
game focuses on the actions of platoons of foot

soldiers, as well as utilizing extra support like
tanks and snipers. The unique feature of this
game, however, is the importance of Force
Morale; forcing your opponent’s moral down is
an assured route to victory in a typical play-towin session.
Live Free or Die—Moving away from the
Second World War, this game takes place
during the American Revolutionary War. This
game has the actions of famous leaders take a
strong role in the outcome of the game.
Wings of Glory—Back to WWII, this game
focuses on victories to be had in the air. The
innovation is derived from the novel firepower
and flying abilities of the different planes,
leading to an experience that is easy to grasp
and fun to play.
Ravenfeast—Changing the environment
completely, this game is set in the Viking Age,
complete with armors stats and attack types
that change depending on distance from the
opponent.
The main goal of the event, in addition to
learning about and playing some cool games,
is to have fun.
“[This event] is about building a community
through shared interests,” Toole said. “There
are some people that have taken an interest in
this that I didn’t know at all at the beginning
of the year.
Contributed photo
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Ravenfest table top game
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“Glitch” in Ticketmaster may be its end game
Mallory Nilles –– Staff Writer
Swifties have added a new enemy to their
already long list (of ex-lovers): Ticketmaster.
On Nov. 1st, Taylor Swift announced her
Eras Tour on Good Morning America. The
announcement followed the release of Swift’s
newest album. “Midnights,” which tells the
story of 13 sleepless nights scattered throughout
her life. “Midnights” was released on midnight
of Oct. 21. Seven more tracks were released
at three a.m. “Midnights” became the most
streamed album ever in 24 hours, and its firstreleased single, “Anti-Hero,” broke global and
U.S. records for most streamed song openingday on Spotify. Within a week, all top ten of the
Billboard 100 were filled by Taylor Swift; she is
the only artist to ever achieve this.
Swift last toured in 2018 for her “Reputation”
Stadium Tour; “Lover” Fest was scheduled but
got canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since 2018, Swift has released four brand-new
albums: “Lover,” “Folklore,” “Evermore,” and
“Midnights,” as well as two re-recordings:
“Fearless (Taylor’s Version)” and “Red
(Taylor’s Version).” Swifties were ready to get
tickets to this long-awaited tour no matter the
cost. The Eras Tour starts March 18, 2023, in
Glendale, AZ. Regular tickets range from $49449, while VIP packages ranged from $199899, prices much lower than expected due to
such a great fan base and following.
Powered by Ticketmaster and Capital One, the
Eras Tour has high demand. Swift said in a Nov.
18 Instagram post that she asked Ticketmaster
numerous times if they could handle the volume
of purchases that would come in; they assured
her they could. Fans who had tickets to the
cancelled “Lover” Fest in 2020 were given
priority to buy tickets to the tour. After that,
individuals with Capitol One credit cards were
allowed to buy pre-sale tickets.
Then came the rat race for many: the verified
fan pre-sale. People flocked to sign up to be a
verified fan in Ticketmaster which would allow
them to participate in the verified fan pre-sale

on Nov. 15. The day came, and fans competed
for tickets in a massive queue that lasted for
hours on end. Some individuals skipped class
or called in sick to work, and others stayed on
their computers all day waiting for their turn.
When their chance came, seats had been picked
over and seats that said they were available at
first no longer were.
“Every time [my cousin] had a ticket, it was
grabbed before she could pay and then they
were sold out,” Isabel Boer, a Dordt student and
self-proclaimed Swiftie, said. On top of this,
many verified fan codes didn’t work, and the
site crashed. Though Ticketmaster is designed
to prevent bots from getting their hands on
tickets, that’s not what happened: 1.5 million

people registered for the verified fan pre-sale,
yet 14 million people (and bots) were trying
to buy tickets, Live Nation’s (an associate of
Ticketmaster) chairman said. Soon after the
pre-sale was finished, tickets were already
being scalped. Some tickets sold for $20,000,
the highest bid reaching $95,000 for a Vegas
show, according to gambling.com.
Swifties scrambled and tear drops fell on
more than just guitars. Ticketmaster couldn’t
handle the overwhelming demand for Eras Tour
tickets. The general sale for Friday, Nov. 18 was
canceled. Fans were devastated, as was Swift.
Ticketmaster may have sold more tickets than
were available.
“It’s really difficult for me to trust an outside

entity with these relationships and loyalties
and excruciating for me to just watch mistakes
happen with no recourse,” Swift said in a
statement she released on Instagram after
Ticketmaster’s cancellation of the general sale.
This was certainly not “The Great War” fans
expected from the song. If there’s one thing
Swift has shown throughout the years, it’s
that “there is nothing [she does] better than
revenge.” Devoted fans have raised more than
24 lawsuits against Ticketmaster. Ticketmaster
has been under investigation for years now due
to corrupt and dishonest practices. Messing
with this fanbase might be the last straw.
Contributed photo

Iowa removes Praxis requirement for teaching lisensure
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
On June 13, 2022, Governor Kim Reyolds
signed a bill eliminating the Praxis test from
Iowan education majors’ four-year plans. Prior
to the revision, aspiring teachers completed
the Praxis before applying for their teaching
licenses. Without the test, education majors in
the state simply must complete their college or
university’s education program.
“As a program, one of our long-term things is
always: How do we assess content knowledge?
How do we assess pedagogical knowledge?”
education professor Abby De Groot said.
“Right now, we feel okay, for sure, about our
pedagogical content because our students didn’t
typically struggle with that test. Some of our
elementary students, for example, do struggle
with some content knowledge.”
In response to the bill, the education
department is assessing its internal checks
to ensure students will be prepared to teach
without the approval of the $120-180 test.
“Our program assessment involves a lot
of the actual work of teaching, and we build
that in throughout the program: you have
field experiences, the fact that you culminate
your program with a semester long internship
in student teaching,” education professor
David Mulder said. “That’s where you really
demonstrate your proficiency and your ability
to do the work of teaching. Our assessment
system is built around that, so do we need to
have some kind of external affirmation of your
ability to teach? I don’t think it’s as important
as it once was.”
Though Mulder sees the benefit to an outside
set of eyes on Dordt education graduates,
he does not believe a standardized test is the
most effective measure. Filling in bubbles on a
multiple-choice test cannot capture the essence
of a student’s teaching practice. Lisa Mouw,
another education professor, agreed.
“It was used as the measure, and that’s

from graduating with a teaching license. Yet,
the change in state law shows the shifting of
the education system. Where it is shifting to
is to be determined. As with most educational
questions, the correct answer is not black or
white. Dordt education classes praise lifelong
learners and flexibility, both in the classroom
and in the system.
What worked in the past is not guaranteed to

“I don’t think
the Praxis is the
hinge point. I
don’t think it’s the
make or break
to a successful
program.”
-Lisa Mouw
Dordt Student in education department
where it was problematic. We find the same
thing with ACT and SAT. When you use that
measure as more than what it actually is – a
snapshot of educational assessment – you run
into problems,” Mouw said. “You have to use
multiple measures at multiple checkpoints in a
program in order to accurately assess a person’s
readiness to teach.”
Dordt’s Teacher Preparation Program
continually assesses students’ progress and
attempts to catch potential problems before
they snowball, requiring minimum grades
in education classes and the remediation of

dispositional concerns.
“Each individual program has a lot of different
measures they use to assess readiness. I think
some programs do it more intentionally than
others,” Mouw said. “I don’t think the Praxis
is the hinge point. I don’t think it’s the make or
break to a successful program.”
The education department still must submit
its program requirements to the state for
approval and meet Iowa’s standards. TPP’s
internal checks, close eye, and rigorous classes
will continue to prevent unqualified students

work now. With a national teacher shortage,
schools must adapt and work with what they
have. The removal of the Praxis may be the
deconstructing of an unnecessary barrier in the
path of education students; it may be a desperate
lowering of standards to allow more teachers
into the career. Regardless of the reason, Dordt
will continue to train education majors to teach
well.
Photo credit: Dordt University
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FIFA World Cup held during classes for the first time
Dayna Wichhart — Staff Writer
As classes release, the Grille begins to fill
with students getting lunch and settling to
work on their schoolwork. As students file in,
they find their attention drawn to the screen as
South Korea takes on Brazil. The Brazilian flag
hangs on the left of the screen and the South
Korean flag hangs on the right. Students sport
their favorite teams’ jerseys and sit together to
watch the game.
As Brazil puts a ball into the back of the net,
half of the students sitting on the couches erupt
into cheers and the other half burry their faces
into their hands with a groan.
The FIFA World Cup 2022 is being held in
Qatar this year. Traditionally, the World Cup is
held in the summer, but to avoid some of the
high temperatures in Qatar, the start date was
moved to be held in November and December.
This is the first time that the tournament has
been in the winter rather than in the summer.
Students at Dordt University are experiencing
the World Cup together for the first time since
it is happening during the school year. In the
Grille, a screen has been set up and the games
are constantly playing for students to gather and
watch together.
“Now that we are in classes and have
assignments and exams, I can’t watch all the
matches,” Arnau Gonzalez, a Dordt student
from Spain, said.
Gonzalez still tries to watch as many of the
games as possible when he is not in class. He

will pull up the game in his free time or as he
works on his homework. If the game is nearing
the end and the score is close, he will pull it up
no matter what he is doing.

“What I like most
about the World Cup
is that the world stops
for a month to watch
this competition. It is
incredible to see how
people unite for a sport
and live it with a lot of
passion.”
-Arnau Gonzalez
Students gather in the Grille to watch a World Cup game
The World Cup is the largest single sport
competition in the world, beginning in 1930. It
is one of the most watched sports competitions
in the world according to USA Today.
“What I like most about the World Cup is

Terracotta Films
Ian MacDonald— Staff Writer
A camera zooms in on Brennan and Lauren
with their names and the date of their wedding.
The song “The Endless Story” by The Light the
Heat starts playing in the background as they
get ready for the big day.
The dark green fields of Nebraska are shown,
and just over the foothill there’s a chapel.
Lauren appears in her eggshell-white dress for
the first time as she starts to make her way down
the aisle.
Brennan’s face is priceless as he smiles
uncontrollably and his eyes get glossy. Their
excitement muffles the words of the pastor as
Brennan and Lauren smile, staring into each
other’s eyes.
Then, for the first time, the Myers become
husband and wife. The video fades to black and
reads “By: Terracotta Films.”
Ella Veldkamp is a sophomore business major
at Dordt University and already has her own
business. Because of her love for videography,
she is able to use this business as a side hustle.
She started her business the summer before
coming to Dordt, building clientele, upgrading
equipment, and gaining experience.
This year alone, Veldkamp has traveled to
Nebraska, Florida, and Michigan to shoot and
edit wedding videos for couples.
One aspect challenging Veldkamp is that she
is the only employee in her company.

She occasionally brings an assistant to her
different jobs but hasn’t in the last couple of
trips.
“Creativity is a very important thing when it
comes to videography and when you don’t have
anyone to collaborate with, you lose that aspect
of creative input,” Veldkamp said.
Along with creative input, she also has to deal
with taxes, her income, editing, and whatever
upgrades her equipment needs.
All of this added up makes a very timeconsuming side hustle.
It all starts with travel. Veldkamp only charges
for travel if the trip is over an hour long, and if it
is a three-hour trip, she will ask them to pay for
her hotel as well.
After that is all settled, Veldkamp shows up to
the wedding 30 minutes before the photographer
to set up her equipment.
“There’s a lot more detail-oriented things
when it comes to the videographer, little things
that the photographer doesn’t have to worry
about,” Veldkamp said.
Once the wedding is over and Veldkamp has
all the shots she needed, she then heads back to
her dorm to start the editing process.
One of the bigger problems she runs into for
editing is music. Sometimes she has a song in
mind before she even shoots for the wedding,
but other times, she doesn’t know what song she
wants until she starts editing.

that the world stops for a month to watch this
competition,” Gonzalez said. “It is incredible to
see how people unite for a sport and live it with
a lot of passion.”
Gonzalez enjoys watching the games in a
room with a couple of friends where they can
feel the freedom to commentate on the game,
cheer for the teams, and yell at the referees.
The tournament works by splitting the teams
into eight groups with four teams in each group
according to their rankings. Advancing relies
on the points teams score in play. A win equals
three points, a draw equals one point, and a lost
game earns no points.
Games began on Nov. 30 with the group
stage and has since moved on to the sixteenth
round. The U.S. is no longer in the tournament
after their loss to the Netherlands on Saturday,
Dec. 3.
“Soccer has been my favorite sport since I
was four years old,” Gonzalez said. “I consider
myself a true fan of the World Cup and watch
all the games that my country plays.”
The Dordt Men’s Soccer team are all
competing on an app called “Kicktipp,” where
they must predict the winner and result of
the matches before they happen. They also
predicted which teams would compete in each
round.
Christiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi are two

of the most famous and accomplished soccer
players in the world, and the two are competing
in the final World Cup of their careers.
Argentina and Portugal are favorites to win the
World Cup because of these two players. Brazil
is also a favorite due to the strength and skill of
the players on the team.
“The first World Cup I remember watching
was the 2010 World Cup in South Africa
because Spain, my country, won for the first
time in history,” Gonzalez said. “I want Spain
to win because it is my country.”
As the game clock expires, Brazil’s fans pack
up their bags and walk off satisfied with the
Brazilian’s win against South Korea on Dec. 5.
The couches empty for a little while until the
next game begins on projector screen.
As the tournament progresses, more teams
will be eliminated until there is just one winner.
The final game is scheduled to be played Sunday,
Dec. 18. Until then, students will continue to
flood the Grille, tune in on their dorm TVs, and
switch between tabs during classes tracking
game scores closely.
Photo credit: Dayna Wichhart

“You really need the music to fit the vibe of
the wedding and vibe of the couple,” Veldkamp
said. “Once the songs are picked, then you can
really start to see the video come together.”
After picking the song, Veldkamp the chooses
the footage she wants and tosses the rest.
She lines the shots up with the music then
color corrects. She uses a color LUT (Look
Up Table) to adjust the color, then fixes some
lighting issues and cleans up any other details
she finds in the footage.
After the editing process is complete, she
sends the video to the couple and receives
payment.
Despite all this, Veldkamp has no desire to
expand her company. She does not want to do
this as a full-time job, but rather do this along
whatever job she may have at the time.
“I feel like if I would have this as a fulltime job, then I would put too much stress on
being creative, which isn’t a good thing to me.”
Veldkamp said.
The job is also very stressful to Veldkamp.
She has had to take mental days while working
on a project to get her “creative juices flowing.”
Veldkamp usually spends times at coffee
shops during these creative breaks. Listening
to smooth jazz in the background, she usually
catches up on her business homework, scrolls
through social media, and sips on some coffee.
Then it’s back to work for Terracotta Films.
Photo credit: Ella Veldkamp

Ella Veldkamp
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Julie Van Otterloo returns as a second-year teacher
Abby Starkenburg – Staff Writer
After a year of teaching experience under her
belt, Julie Van Otterloo, an Instructor of Social
Work at Dordt University, has returned for a
second year.
Last year held its fair share of challenges
for Van Otterloo. After accepting a job as
a professor at Dordt in February 2022, she
received a breast cancer diagnosis in March of
the same year. Many thoughts ran through Van
Otterloo’s head but mainly, “How am I going to
balance this?”
After a lot of counsel and consideration,
Van Otterloo decided to continue forward in
this career path. Her pastor told her that it was
important to trust God’s timing in her life.
Being at Dordt during her cancer journey
turned out to be a blessing for Van Otterloo.
“I was in the right place going through that,”
Van Otterloo said. “God could use that.”
The support has gone both ways between
Van Otterloo and her students. She has used
this experience to aid students who have
been impacted by difficult cancer diagnoses
of people they are close with. She has had
students reach out to her to meet and talk about
what they were going through, which means a
lot to her to be able to make a difference. She
expressed gratitude for the many encouraging
words received from students.

Even without a difficult cancer diagnosis, the
first year of teaching at the collegiate level has a
lot of challenges.
“The first year of teaching is very hard,” Van
Otterloo said. “It is a lot of work because you
have to prep everything.”
Even though social work professors in
previous years had a lot of material to pass
down to Van Otterloo, it can still take a lot of
time to go through the material and prepare
individual lessons.
Regardless, Van Otterloo made it through her
first year of teaching successfully.
“I don’t know how I did it,” Van Otterloo said.
“Now going into year two, it’s so much better.”
One of the greatest things Van Otterloo has
experienced about returning to teach this year
is being more comfortable with the material
that she covers in class. This allows for class
sessions to look more flexible, and Van Otterloo
feels more confident about going with the flow
rather than sticking strictly to her presentations.
She isn’t as hesitant to bring up controversial
topics anymore because she has come to realize
that not everyone will agree. Sometimes this
is a blessing, even, because of the diverse
perspectives represented. Many of her classes
now include ample time for discussions among
students.
Before teaching, Van Otterloo practiced social
work at places such as adoption and hospice

Small groups watch The
Chosen
Gracie Campbell — Staff Writer
On the first Friday of December, the small
groups at Dordt University gathered to kick off
the Advent season. Meeting in one of the lecture
halls on campus, around 50 students gathered
to celebrate advent by watching the Christmas
episode of “The Chosen.”
Grace Winnes, a junior Social Work major and
small group leader, enjoyed the opportunity to
gather and celebrate Christ’s birth.
“[The] heartbeat behind why we did it was to
have everybody to come together and see the
broader scope…there’s a lot of people who are
focused on the same things you are,” Winnes
said.
The episode focused on Mary recounting
Christ’s birth, beginning with the walk to
Bethlehem and the search for space in an inn
and ending with the Savior’s birth. The episode
shifted between the birth of Christ and Mary a
few years after Christ’s death and resurrection.
Mary Magdalene visits Mary Christ’s mother,
who sends her to Luke as he compiles accounts
for his gospel.
“The reason why we chose to watch the
Chosen… has to do a lot with the advent season
[as] we’re anticipating Jesus,” Winnes said. “At
the end of finals and everything stressed out, it’s
good to come and think about preparing your
heart for Jesus in this time too.”
After eating a dinner of pizza from the Grille
while watching the episode, students gathered
around to discuss the show and apply it to their
hearts this Christmas season. Following a list
of questions, the small groups looked at the
themes brought out in the show, read a passage
of scripture, and meditated on the importance

of the advent season. One student, freshman
nursing major Amanda Johnson, enjoyed this
part of the event the most.
“My favorite part was probably the discussion
and connecting between people and just hearing
everyone’s thoughts. I like connecting in that
way,” Johnson said. But she also appreciated
the event overall. “Chances are, I wouldn’t have
had a chance to reflect and then I would’ve gone
home, and it would’ve been like December 20
or 21 and [I would have] said, ‘Oh, Christmas
is in three days, Jesus came into the world, like
what have I just been doing?’”
Winnes agreed with Johnson, appreciating
the insights those around her drew from the
episode.
“It was so fun to be able to talk to the two
people I was sitting with and hear their thoughts.
We talked about the passage in Luke which was
so good,” Winnes said.
After the discussion ended with prayer, some
students stuck around to fellowship with one
another. Music played as lively conversation
and enjoyment continued for a while after the
event had technically ended as students applied
the joy of the current season to their nights.
“Food and fellowship are always sweet.”
Winnes said, glad to have celebrated the coming
season intentionally as a group.
Small groups will continue to meet this advent
season, discussing their respective topics with
Christ’s birth and his second coming as a
consistent theme.
Contributed photo

centers. She has found while teaching that her
experience in the field has really helped her
to get a better and more genuine perspective
to bring to the classroom. She feels as though
this asset allows her to give her students more
applicable information that they can use in realworld experiences.
While the prep work and grading take a lot of
time, Van Otterloo is confident that the load will
get lighter with the more years of experience
that she has acquired.
“Teaching is a calling that’s always been in
my heart,” said Van Otterloo.

“The greatest thing
about her is you
can tell she wants
a relationship with
students,”
-Dayna Perkins
When she attended Dordt as a student, she
began as an education major and graduated as
a social work major. In her social work papers,
she always wrote about how she would like to
return to a formal education setting to teach.
This opportunity has always been at the back of
her mind, especially when she got her master’s
degree.
Van Otterloo’s favorite part of being a teacher
is the relationships that she gets to build with

Julie Van Otterloo
her students.
“The greatest thing about her is you can
tell she wants a relationship with students,”
Dayna Perkins, a sophomore currently in Van
Otterloo’s sociology class, said. “She really
cares about the individual.”
Now, she has been declared to be in complete
remission. Even with the cancer gone, the
support that she showed her students will leave
a lasting impact.
Contributed photo

Paperwork delays cause
problems for international
students cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...hired an agent to help the application process
go smoothly. His agent helped him gather
the correct paperwork and have everything
prepared for the embassy interview.
“It took them three weeks to return my
passport,” Salazar said.
The embassy never gave him any reasons
for the delay, just instructed him to wait. Salazar
was not able to attend Dordt’s week of welcome.
“I thought there was a possibility I might
not be able to come [to Dordt] at all; I prayed
that [my passport] would come successfully,”
Salazar said.
For Salazar, the most difficult part of being
an international student is being away from his
family.
“At first, I was reluctant [to study off
campus] because I’m not that confident about
living alone. I thought I would not be able to
survive a month without them.” Salazar said.
He calls his mom every night, which is
morning for her because of the time change.
Dianna Zepeda is a Dordt international

student from Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
“I love being different, I love sharing my
culture,” Zepeda said.
She cooks genuine Latin food for her
roommates, and they have a corner of their
room dedicated to dancing.
“Never forget where you come from,”
Zepeda said.
The main complication of Zepeda’s
immigration process was vaccines. She had to
travel to another city to get a specialized second
vaccine dose for the mumps. Upon arrival to the
United States, she had to submit to a complete
medical test and tuberculosis testing.
In her room, Dianna’s dad helped her make a
folder with all her documents, passport, tourist
visa, F-1 visa, and other important documents.
“If you’re going to study abroad be prepared
with paperwork,” Zepeda said. “Make sure you
have time to reapply if needed and have a plan
B.”

Campus Christmas events
cont.

cont. from pg. 1

...could be a great atmosphere for socializing
and celebrating Christ’s birth together.
“I also love Christmas chapel,” Kolbrek said.
“You can tell it is focused on Advent. It is a
consistent reminder that Jesus is coming, and
we get to celebrate that.”
The Advent Chapel, one of the main allcampus Christmas events, will be held on
Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 11 a.m. The chapel will
be centered around the theme of Advent, the
coming and preparation for Christ’s birth. The
Advent Chapel will be different from normal

chapels as it will have all Christmas songs.
Annabelle Hosmer and Dillan De Jong will be
the Worship Coordinators leading the Advent
Chapel this year.
The Dordt Worship Coordinators understand
that Christmas songs are not always everyone’s
favorite, but they see a lot of value in songs that
proclaim Christ’s birth.
“Some people can get sick of Christmas songs,
but they really are so joyful,” Jenna Hekman, a
sophomore Worship Coordinator, said. “They
are steeped in Scripture. Some songs are about
us and what we want, but these songs are
completely based in Christ, which I love.”
Photo credit: Naomi Mellema

page 6

Opinion

A perspective on Christian education as a requirement
Elise Stiemsma — Staff Writer
Dordt’s faculty handbook lays out the
requirement for full time administrative staff
and faculty to send their children to Christian
day-schools. It emphasizes the importance of
Christian education at all levels, and how this
builds into the collegiate level from elementary
and secondary school.
Support staff and adjunct faculty have
different expectations than full-time faculty
and administrative staff: they are not part of
the Christian day school or specific church
requirements. “Any person appointed to a
position at Dordt University shall express
an active Christian commitment,” the job
description of these positions reads. Leah
Zuidema, the Vice President of Academic
Affairs, explained the discrepancy between
these requirements by creating an allegory of
the church; “there are many members who have
different responsibilities depending on their
role in the church. Those called to be elders
have a different set of expectations than those
who simply show up and worship every week,”
said Zuidema.
Funding for Christian education is included
in faculty benefits. Over the past decades Dordt’s
funding has changed from a flat half to sliding
depending on salary, salary of spouse, general
finances, etc. This requirement does financially
impact faculty, as they are required to pay for
this education in almost all circumstances. In
this way the Christian education requirement
does negatively impact many members of
the faculty and staff, as they have to spend
thousands of dollars on Christian education for
their students.
Dordt does give some exceptions to this
policy, allowing faculty and staff to choose the
public school if they have a documented reason.
They can go to a public school “if you have a
documented need that you can demonstrate
local Christian schools are not able to meet,”
Zuidema said. Some professors and staff choose
to home school their children, which also fits
within Dordt’s educational requirements,

without attending the private schools in the
area. This decision I believe has something
to do with the pietistic view that some of the
surrounding schools entertain.
Paul Fessler, a history professor at Dordt,
reviewed the history of Christian education.
Fessler explained how the RCA (think
Northwestern College) versus CRC (Dordt
University) approaches and emphasizes
Christian education. “Foundational to the
identity of the CRC is Christian education,”
Fessler said.

Some send their kids
to Christian schools
to shepherd from the
outside world, but
Christian schools
should be the opposite:
they should be a place
to look at society and
culture as Christians.”
-Ryan Zonnefeld

Sioux Center Christian elementary school

Within the CRC there are two distinct
perspectives, one of a succeeder, pietistic
Christian education and another of Kuyperian
Christian education. The succeeders were a
group of Dutch citizens, who had frustration
with the meshing of culture and schools,
wanting to shelter their children from the
cultural issues of the time. Upon immigrating
to the U.S., the CRC started schools in Holland,
Michigan.
However, these newer schools were started
with a Kuyperian mindset; they wanted to
engage culture as Christians in their schools,

instead of a strict separation. Calvin College
started with this mindset, Dordt following soon
after.
“With each successive level of education, the
understanding of reality is both broadened and
deepened,” according to Dordt’s educational
task. Dordt was founded wanting to support
the education happening in the surrounding
community; they wanted to encourage the
surrounding schools to remain faithful to
Kuyperian education.
Kuyper would look to the schools and family
as a means of religious education, where cultural
ideas were discussed through a Christian lens.
During the 1970s at Dordt, I note a shift to
affirm a Kuyperian form of education; however,
the local schools in the area, I see shifting more
recently in the opposite direction.
Many parents view private, Christian
education as a means to protect their children
from the bad morals found in public schools.
Instead of wanting to discuss culture issues they

want a private education.
“Christian schools should be places where
no stone is left unturned, and everything is
looked over. Some send their kids to Christian
schools to shepherd from the outside world, but
Christian schools should be the opposite: they
should be a place to look at society and culture
as Christians,” education professor Ryan
Zonnefeld said.
I strongly agree with this final quote from
Zonnefeld where he upholds the ideals of
Christian education, but if these ideals aren’t
coming to fruition, then either a change must
occur at these schools, or Dordt should broaden
their rules to allow faculty and staff to let
their students attend the public schools with
scaffolding built in to emphasize the reformed
tradition at home.
Contributed photo

Questioning the purpose of Core 140 and 145
Madeleine Kobes — Staff Writer
Some of the most dreaded classes at Dordt
University are Core 140: Roots of Western
Worldview and Core 145: Modern Western
Culture. Core requirements that nearly every
student who attends Dordt must take, many
students dislike these courses. With the added
stress of the exams and papers, some might
wonder if the classes are worthwhile or why
students are required to take them.
There are many reasons students complain
about Core 140 and 145. For many, the classes
seem unrelated to their major. Students wonder
how the history of ancient people relates to
their futures as nurses, engineers, or elementary
school teachers. It can seem removed and
unrelated to the rest of life.
Even for those who enjoyed the class, there
is a large amount of pressure due to the tests,
readings, and papers. Each class has only two
or three exams, so there is little opportunity to
make up points.
“It is hard to get all my thoughts down
accurately on the tests,” sophomore Truman
Clark said. “Because I feel pressured by the
time limit and I feel like I’m not going to be
able to get everything down.”
Many students struggle with the fact that their
GPAs might decrease because of a Core class
— especially students who are not majoring in
the humanities and do not think Core 140 and
145 will impact their future in any way.
Another reason many students dread Core 140
and 145 is the papers. In Core 140, students are
required to dissect the writings of Plato and
Augustine, determine their worldviews, and
write a paper comparing them. Even people
who have read these texts in the past do not
fully understand them. It seems extreme to
expect a freshman student to accurately grasp
and explain the nuance of Plato’s beliefs, and
compare it to Augustine’s Christian perspective.

Professor Walker Cosgrove lectures during a history class
Some students are interested in history, and
find the content of the classes interesting.
However, the stress of the classes turns them off
from history. People end up associating history
with the stress of the class, and grow to dislike
history. Although they might learn and benefit
from the classes if they tried, many students
simply do not care enough to put in effort and
improve.
However, the question must be raised if
these questions are problems with the classes
themselves, or with the effort of the students.
I think all of us can admit that we generally
do not care about Core classes, and unless it
relates to our major, we do not care about actual

learning.
But the class was “a chance to expand my
ability to write papers,” Clark said.
There are benefits to the requirements of Core
140 and 145, such as learning to write papers.
Although the readings are difficult, students
who actually do the reading and work to
understand it will gain critical thinking, writing,
and other skills that are important later in life.
But for other students, no matter how hard they
try, understanding philosophy will never be easy
or possible, and it can be difficult to memorize
many names and events throughout history.
That being said, just because a class is
difficult does not mean it is not worthwhile. The

Core 140 and 145 classes are intended to shape
students’ worldview and make them understand
how history impacts the way people think today.
However, the structure of the classes makes it
difficult.
“The courses make people frustrated. I think
they could be more relatable and enjoyable,”
Isabel Boer, a Dordt student and tutor for Core
140 and 145, said. “A lot of students find the
classes really stressful. They’re worried about
failing the class, but they should be able to
focus on learning the content.”
Photo credit: Dordt University
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What to do over Christmas break
Abi Wegner — Staff Writer

As of Dec. 21, Dordt students will be on
Christmas break for the remainder of 2022.
While this is a highly anticipated time for rest,
relaxation, and a break from the pressures of
schoolwork, often boredom can creep in and
inhibit a person from enjoying the break that
can flyby.
Phrases like “I’m bored,” “There’s nothing
to do,” and “It’s too cold outside,” can ruin the
fun holiday mentality and limit people to dread
this long-awaited holiday. Thankfully, there are
ways in which to cure this winter boredom.
One productive way students can keep busy
at the end of this semester is by preparing for
the next one. While it is important to take time
to rest and let the mind have a break from the
constant movement of the school year, students
should consider how they can best prepare for
their classes ahead.
Students can organize their daily schedules
and anticipate how their next course load will
look. During the chaos of finals and the mental
toll students have endured over the week, often
the focus is not how tidy one’s room is. Winter
break is the perfect time to reorganize and clean
one`s living space in order to better prepare for
the next semester.
The most popular way people like to spend
their holidays is spending time with family.
There’s no wonder people often make this
a huge holiday priority, seeing as the winter
and Christmas season is a time to be thankful

and joyous about the family and friends in a
person’s life.
Staying on residence at Dordt makes it
difficult for students to connect with family in
person during the school year, especially when
they are far away from home; this makes it even
more crucial to create bonds and set aside time
on Christmas break for loved ones.
Whether the family decides to bake cookies,
have a movie marathon, or call distant relatives,
activities are always better with the people you
love.
It’s also important to get outside and be active.
It may be difficult to find time to enjoy the
outdoors in the winter cold, but it is crucial for
students to experience the fresh air in nature.
Students can go for a walk, try hiking, go
skating, snowboarding, or skiing. It is even
fun to grab some friends or little cousins and
go sledding for the afternoon, especially if it is
accompanied by warm hot chocolate afterwards.
Another great way to spend a winter break is
by reflecting on the past year and making goals
for the new one. By sitting down and thinking
about how one has spent their time or how they
have acted this past year, they are able to grow
as a person and create a deeper understanding
of who they are.
Many people also encourage setting New
Year’s resolutions for 2023. Starting new
seasons of life can be very exciting, and it is

A short letter home: my
study aborad experience in
Oxford
Lexi Schnaser — Staff Writer

Dear Dordt,
I have really enjoyed my time in Oxford!
Life is really busy here, and there’s always
something to do (usually essay writing).
I’ve taken trips to Bath, Edinburgh, Winchester,
Cambridge, and London! Some were academic
and some were for fun with friends, but each
experience was transformative. I really enjoy
taking the train or bus around as it allows me to
experience public transportation in a new light
and makes traveling much more accessible.
Tutorials are a real challenge. Each week, I get
a reading list from my tutor (professor) and write
an essay in response to a question. I don’t have
any busywork or clubs or Res Life events to
keep me busy, so my essays and tutorials make
up for it. My British culture course allowed me
to engage in historical literature. I loved my
discussion class about Jane Austen: we read
“Sense and Sensibility,” “Emma,” “Pride and
Prejudice,” and “Northanger Abbey.” Having
not taken a literature class since CORE 180, I
loved spending time in the world of Austen and
getting to know her characters more in depth.
My primary tutorial, which meets every week,
is in practical ethics: I’ve learned a lot and have
been challenged by some of the questions on
topics such as the moral status of animals, health
and disability, the moral demands of affluence,
and state punishment. It’s hard to come up
with a concrete answer to these questions, but
the conversations I’ve had with my tutor have
pushed me to think about these issues in new
and diverse ways.
My secondary tutorial, which meets every
other week, is about women, gender, and print
culture in early modern England. Reading
about witchcraft and ‘dangerous women’ (read:
women who dared to push the very strict gender
norms even the slightest) has been entertaining
and empowering.
My favorite part of living in Oxford is the
blend of student life in a city. The house I live
in with other study abroad students is about a
30-minute walk outside of Oxford city center.
Most days my walk from the quiet, forested
lane we live on into the bustling city center is
one of the best parts of my day. In Oxford, we
are surrounded by people who want to learn:
tutors who finished undergrad 50 years ago

and still spend long days researching in the
Bodleian, freshmen coming into university life
for the first time, and PhD students pursuing
their chosen niche topics.
The weirdest thing about my study abroad
experience is that this is my final semester
of college. Meaning, I will not have the
opportunity most people do to go back to their
home campus, tell stories, and reacclimate to
university life in the US. There are a lot of things
about life at Dordt that I miss: I still compare
every coffee shop I go to with the Fruited Plain.
I will never complain about getting to study in
the original Bodleian Library and the Radcliffe
Camera (pictured!), but I do miss having the
option of reading in comfy chairs in the library
at Dordt. But overall, the experience of being
away and having a life with all new professors,
all new friends, and in an all-new environment
has (I hope) been a good transition experience
for me.
See you soon!
Lexi
Photo credit: Lexi Schnaser

Lexi Schnaser at Oxford

important to take advantage of creating a new
self.
Of course, not everyone follows through on
the resolutions they set out for themselves,
but setting goals isn’t about being perfect in
achieving them, but rather continually working
to get better, and not giving up when failure hits.
As Dordt students are given these 22 days

off from their studies, they are encouraged to
be productive in their lifestyle in order to better
themselves and the years to come, but it is most
important to remember to rest and let one`s
mind and body have a break too.
Contributed photo

The greatest gift
Elise Stiemsma — Staff Writer
‘Tis the season! It’s time for gift giving, but
not all of us are good gift-givers. This can be
a stressful season for those of us who just are
out of ideas. I’m here to help with a handful
of simple suggestions. My all-time best gifts
are the ones that are homemade, useful, and
thoughtful. If a gift fits in all of these categories
you’ve got a great gift. Particularly as a college
student, it can be difficult to find inexpensive
gifts for parents, siblings, and friends. It can
also be difficult to find something that fits the
more difficult gift receivers, but these are a few
of my tried-and-true recommendations for gifts.
My first recommendation? A drink mix.
Every year I make my dad a Mexican mocha
mix, but for our non-coffee drinker friends a
simple hot cocoa mix is equally as timeless.
These are simple enough to find a recipe
for (a quick Pinterest search brings forward
excellent results), but they also can be made
in bigger batches to be given to multiple
people. My favorite mix (a hot coffee drink) is
simple enough with just cocoa powder, sugar,
cinnamon, instant coffee, allspice, and cayenne
pepper.
Another tried and true gift is a themed box,
which involves both creativity and can be
adapted for the gift receiver. This is a gift where

you choose a basket, shoe box, or other creative
container and pack it full of various smaller
gifts. In the past I have made a box with all pink
objects (pink starburst, a pink facemask, pink
slime, etc.), a box of winter themed items (hot
cocoa, a scarf, fake snow, etc.), or a book reader
box (handmade bookmarks, new books, blue
light glasses, etc.).
If you’ve got time on your hands to learn
a hobby and want to de-stress from exams, I
recommend making a scarf or hat for Christmas.
This is another great gift, especially if it is
homemade. Living in the Midwest, one can
never have too many scarves or hats on hand.
Once you get the hang of crocheting, knitting,
or sewing, you will have your mom smiling
from ear to ear (“you made this?”).
Lastly, a gift card to one of their favorite
places. Although some would argue gift cards
are a sort of cop out, I think that a thoughtful
gift card can be a lovely gift. Give your parents
a gift card to a restaurant near home so they can
have a nice night out, give your little brother a
gift card to the movie theatre so he can check
out the newest marvel release, or your bestie a
Nordstrom rack gift card to pick up some new
fits.

Getting your ring by spring
Madeleine Kobes — Staff Writer
Everyone goes to college with a certain set of
expectations, goals, and hopes. For many, this
includes earning a degree and learning a set of
skills that will prepare them for a future degree.
Many others hope to meet people and perhaps
even meet the person. Dordt University is
rated number one for student engagement, and
that title is certainly true. With this comes an
expectation to date and get married.
People will often say that they are at college to
earn their “MRS Degree,” and jokingly say that
they better get their “ring by spring.” Phrases
like “Senior scramble” and “don’t date before
Tri-State” indicate how important dating and
marriage are for Dordt students. Even when
they are jokes, many students are secretly
hoping that they will find their person.
“Dordt is a place where a lot of people
get engaged and married, so that external
expectation from the institution was present,”
sophomore Truman Clark said. “That hasn’t
happened yet, for me.”
External pressure from friends and family
members and internal pressure to start dating
can make students feel overwhelmed. At Dordt,
so many students’ parents also attended Dordt,
met each other at Dordt, and got married during

or shortly after graduating. Many people today
do find love at Dordt, which is great. It says
something that so many like-minded individuals
can meet each other and date with common
beliefs, values, and priorities.
However, this can make people who have not
found love or who are going to wait to marry
feel like there is something wrong with them.
“It seems like people are always questioning
me about it,” sophomore Tabitha Van Essen
said. “Everyone around us is always dating and
getting engaged, and there’s so much pressure.”
This pressure can also hurt the relationships
between men and women on campus. It can
be difficult to make friends with people of the
opposite gender when the true motivations are
to eventually date them. Friendships can also
be ruined by dating. Breaking up with someone
you expected to marry can also be difficult and
feel embarrassing. Many students at Dordt end
up getting engaged after knowing each other
for only a year, or sometimes less. While each
relationship is different, some may wonder how
well you can really know a person after a year
of dating. This is a question that each person
must deal with and answer for themselves,
ultimately.
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Review: Spirited
Lydia Jayaputra— Staff Writer
Get ready for the newest Christmas movie
on the block: “Spirited.” With co-stars Ryan
Reynolds and Will Ferrell, “Spirited” wants
to be a big-hearted, funny, and lovable classic,
but gets tangled in its mix of self-aware humor,
moral wrestling, and lengthy musical numbers.
What if “A Christmas Carol” wasn’t a oneoff operation? In “Spirited,” the ghosts of
Christmas past, present and future (along with
their corporate team of spirits), find a new jerk
to haunt every year. All goes smoothly for two
centuries, as human after human is redeemed
by their Christmas haunts, until the ghost of
Christmas present (Will Ferrell) persuades the
team to take on an “unredeemable”: Clint, a.k.a.
Ryan Reynolds, a social media manipulator, a
man willing to lie and weaponize any internet
conflict for his client’s (and his own) profit. A
moral tug-of-war ensues, with Ferrell and the
spirit crew finding Reynolds a much harder
client to change than they thought.
As a watcher, you’ll laugh out loud at
“Spirited” more than once – nary a few minutes
goes by without a good joke. You’ll also grow
weary of song and dance. Oh, did I mention
this is a musical? There are 12 songs in this
two-hour-long movie. Sure, the characters
know they’re in a musical, and some beg for
the singing to stop, but the singing just does.
Not. Stop. “Spirited” tries to acknowledge how
corny musicals are while still being a musical,
but you can’t have your cake and eat it: it still
feels corny.
On the other side of all the singing, you’ll
start to feel like there are a few moral lessons
underneath the zaniness. You may even wrestle
with the movie’s messages, sympathize with the
struggles of Ferrell and Reynolds, and take their
problems seriously. That is, until the next joke

and song comes along.
If you have trouble taking a high-production
musical number about deep struggles seriously
(background costumes, flashy lights, and
choreography included), be prepared to laugh
when “Spirited” wants you to cry. The break
between reality and musical is done very well
production-wise, but it’s a hard mental leap
to go from a constant stream of Reynolds and
Ferrell-brand humor — which takes nothing
seriously — to earnest, emotional, heartpouring messages. I’m sorry, Will Ferrell, did
you want me to feel your pain when you sang
about guilt? I was kind of too distracted by the
tone of the rest of the movie.

A new opportunity for Dordt
theatre arts
Audra Kooi – Staff Writer

The Dordt University Theatre Arts
Department has begun work on the spring
mainstage production of “A Doll’s House,” and
is gearing up for a show that will not disappoint.
Dr. Teresa Ter Haar and Professor Laurel
Korener began the process of choosing the
production last spring.
“I’ve had it on my list to direct for quite
some time,” director Teresa Ter Haar said. “It’s
just a fabulous play with so much to offer a
contemporary audience.”
In discussions last spring, Koerner mentioned
having wanted to play the role of Nora, the
leading female role, and the seed was planted.
Koerner and Ter Haar decided to proceed with
“A Doll’s House” as a learning experience for
the rest of the theatre department.
The drama, written in 1879 by Henrik Ibsen,
follows the story of Torvald and Nora Helmer.
Nora has borrowed money to care for her ill
husband and is still paying back her debt when
the story begins. Her husband, Torvald, is
unaware of her actions.
“I’m excited to experiment with how the
characters relate to one another,” senior Lindsay
Kuiper said. “Typically, you see the ‘good guys’
versus ‘the bad guys,’ but these characters are
nuanced and morally gray.”
To accompany Koerner’s role as Nora, the
theatre department is welcoming professional
actor Jason Vande Brake to fill the role of
Torvald. Vande Brake graduated from Dordt
with a BA in Acting before attending the
University of California, Irvine where he
received an MFA in Acting.
“The students who get to work with Jason and
Professor Koerner will be able to watch two
experienced actors in all areas of preparing for
a role” Ter Haar said. “I’m hoping the student
actors will watch their preparation process and
grab on to some of the things they do in order to
inhabit these characters.”
Even with this opportunity, challenges are
to be expected. The cast has begun rehearsals,
but Vande Brake will not be joining them until

February because he is based in California.
By the time he joins rehearsals, much of the
blocking will be done. This means that both
Vande Brake and the rest of the cast will have
to work to incorporate him into the existing
environment when he arrives.
Koerner and Vande Brake will be posed with
another challenge. By the time the story takes
place, Nora and Torvald have been married
for nine years; they have kids together and are
dealing with complicated struggles. It is this
kind of complicated relationship that Koerner
and Vande Brake will need to flesh out with the
direction of Dr. Ter Haar.
Despite any complications that may arise,
the theatre arts department is excited to bring
a new opportunity to students looking to join
the world of professional theatre—many of
whom have never experienced acting alongside
professionals. They hope to perform compelling
show that will spark meaningful conversation
among the Dordt community.
Contributed photo

Enough with the criticism. If you give
“Spirited” a little grace for these awkward tone
shifts, you’ll find some great laughs along with
some heartwarming, honest messages. I, for
one, did not expect this movie to tackle past
guilt, internet culture, and the meaning of true
human change, and I certainly did not expect to
find myself wrestling with those issues during
the movie. And yet, I was.
While musical numbers take the brunt of
emotional exposition, there are enough ‘realworld’ scenes with sincere emotion to bring the
character’s problems home. “Spirited” gives
honest portrayals of modern moral problems;
ergo, the character’s reactions to those problems

feel genuine. There are no cartoon villains here
— just real, flawed people. The watcher is
encouraged, nay, compelled, to root for pretty
much everyone.
“Spirited” may not accomplish everything it
wanted to (which was a lot), but it still ends
up being a fun, enjoyable time. You’ll laugh at
well-landed jokes, laugh again at poorly-landed
emotional musicals, and maybe feel some true
joy and moral lessons underneath it all. With
a little grace and mercy, “Spirited” deserves a
spot on your Christmas movie shelf.
Contributed photo

Dordt to host winter concerts
Bri Gardener – Staff Writer

For students needing reprieve from those
pre-final jitters, the music department’s many
upcoming events provide solace. Between
Dec. 9-16, Dordt’s many musicians will be
busy showcasing their talents in the BJ Haan.
These include a choral concert on Dec. 9 and
an instrumental ensemble concert on the 10th.
The choral concert will begin at 7:30 p.m.,
featuring Dordt’s many choirs including the
Canons of Dordt and Bella Voce. They will sing
Christmas or Advent selections chosen by their
choir directors.
Bella Voce will sing three pieces chosen by
the Bella Voce Director, Carrie Groenewold.
Groenewold said she strives to compile a variety
of music in her concerts, both in difficulty and
in style. This challenge is reflected in her music
choices. The choir will sing “The Holly and
The Ivy,” a traditional English carol, a version
of “The Magnificat,” or “Canticle of Mary,”
and “Winter Wonderland,” a lighthearted, more
well-known song.
“This is our chance to dig into Christmas
repertoire, which is really fun,” Groenewold
said.
In light of that Christmas spirit, the choral
concert will incorporate several lighthearted
touches, such as the crowd singing along with
the choir during “Silent Night,” and sleighbells
accompanying Bella Voce as they sing “Winter
Wonderland.” Isabel Boer will also be featured

on the oboe during “The Magnificat.”
The instrumental ensemble concert on the
Dec.10 will also begin at 7:30 p.m. and will
contain a small nod toward the Christmas
season. This concert will include the wind
symphony, orchestra, and band. The concert is
not labeled as a Christmas concert but is instead
referred to as the “December concert.”
Tori Ensink, a freshman percussion student, is
looking forward to the piece called “Rhapsody,”
which was written by a recent Dordt graduate. It
is a medley of two Christmas hymns.
Another way the concert will appeal to the
audience is through a combination of choir and
ensemble when the Canons of Dordt will join
the concert for a song.
Students are eager to perform. Some
ensembles, such as the percussion ensemble
have been practicing for this concert since the
beginning of the semester. However, jitters still
abound, and it is crunch time for the students
as they work to perfect their pieces before
showtime.
“A lot of us come into it going, ‘Oh no, it’s this
week,’” Ensink said. “But then once we get to it,
we feel better about it.”
Dordt students are encouraged to come and
listen to their peers as the music department
at Dordt showcases their skills and Christmas
spirit.
Contributed photo
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Wakanda doesn’t last forever
Aleasha Hintz — Staff Writer
“Wakanda Forever” surprised me. For a
phase four Marvel film, it surpassed my low
expectations. It is no secret that the Marvel
franchise has had few outstanding movies come
out since Endgame, but “Wakanda Forever”
was a refreshing reversal of this expectation,
yet still has some flaws.
The movie begins with a poignant dedication
to Chadwick Boseman, the original actor who
played Black Panther (otherwise known as King
T’Challa) until Boseman passed away in August
2020. The traditional Marvel introduction was
replaced with shots of Boseman in previous
films: no music, just a moment of silence. I shed
a tear before the movie even started.
Then viewers were thrust into a sobering
chaos. Princess Shuri frantically runs
simulations in her lab, synthesizing a now
extinct heart-shaped herb, to try and find a cure
for T’Challa’s illness. The opening scene set
the trajectory for the movie to be a powerful
exploration of grief, family, and community.
Shuri (Letitia Wright) and her mother
Ramonda (Angela Bassett) grieve together
in the tradition of their Wakandan ancestors,
drawing near to each other in their grief, trying

to salvage their fraying family. Meanwhile,
a recent attack on scientists with a vibranium
detector was blamed on the Wakandans, even
though they were uninvolved. The leader behind
the attack, Namor (Tenoch Huerta) reaches out
to Shuri and Ramonda, negotiating to get them
to find the scientist that made the vibranium
detector, because they have their own source of
vibranium to protect. Needless to say, the plot

Top 10 Christmas movies
Jonah Hofmeyer — Staff Writer
Christmas time is here. And what better
way to celebrate than to sit on the couch and
watch Christmas movies for hours on end while
eating frosted sugar cookies that were supposed
to be for Santa. This holiday season, don’t fall
victim to endless scrolling on your streaming
platforms trying to find the perfect Christmas
movie to watch. Here are 10 movies for you to
watch during Christmas break this year.
10. Coming in at number 10 we’ve got “Die
Hard.” While many of you are throwing a fit
over this pick, the rest of us will be enjoying
an action-packed movie that will keep us on the
edge of our seats. Watch as John McClane fights
terrorists on Christmas with nothing but his
wit and brains. With popular actors like Alan
Rickman, Bruce Willis, and Bonnie Bedelia,
this 1988 Christmas pick will provide you with
a thrilling experience this holiday season.
9. “The Polar Express” is an animated classic.
Every child who has seen this movie wishes
they could embark on a magical train journey to
the North Pole to meet Santa. With endless hot
chocolate and musical numbers featuring Tom
Hanks, Michael Jeter, and Leslie Zemeckis,
let yourself believe this Christmas season, and
maybe you won’t get coal in your stocking this
year.
8. “It’s a Wonderful Life” is widely considered
one of the greatest movies of all time and will
fill you with love that even Hallmark classics
cannot provide. Let this classic bring you
into the holiday spirit with actors like James
Stewart and Iowa native Donna Reed. Sprout
your wings this Christmas and put an old 1946
classic on your watchlist.
7. “Klaus” is a different take on the Santa
Clause story. This animated movie follows
a young man named Jesper, who discovers
a specialty toy carpenter named Klaus.
Jesper and Klaus provide a small town with
toys, bringing an uprising to the town. With
actor Jason Schwartzman as Jesper and J.K.
Simmons as Klaus, you can let yourself take in
the innovative animation style and wholesome
story as you max out your credit card buying
gifts this year.
6. I would be remiss not to mention “Frosty
the Snowman” in the top 10. Who doesn’t look
forward to watching this classic on the TV
while playing that game of Monopoly that has
been going on for 5 days? While the animation
is simple, that is what makes this movie great.
This 1969 animated classic will fill everyone’s
household with nostalgia, just don’t miss the
Christmas Eve service to watch it.
5. While short and sweet, “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” is a must-watch. For 25 minutes
watch Charles M. Schulz’s Peanut Comics
come to life. With popular characters like

Charlie Brown, Lucy, and Snoopy, let yourself
chuckle at the iconic Charlie Brown Christmas
tree, which will ultimately make you feel better
about the tree in your own home.
4. “The Santa Clause” is a Christmas comedy
that will make you spill your eggnog. Tim
Allen will entertain, provide some laughs, and
ultimately put you in the Christmas spirit. And
if you didn’t have enough after watching the
first movie, watch the next two for more laughs
and gags. So, skip the layover in Denver and
get a direct flight to delights and laughs with
this pick.
3. “The Grinch” is a classic story by Dr. Seuss.
No, I’m not talking about the 1966 animated
movie or the terrifying 2000s live-action
remake. I’m talking about the 2018 animated
movie starring Benedict Cumberbatch. This
movie is a wonderful remake of the classic
for a modern audience. So watch the Grinch
this Christmas season, even though the wind is
breezin’.
2. Coming in at the number two spot is “Home
Alone.” Who doesn’t like watching a little kid
absolutely demolish two grown men as they
continually try to break into the kid’s house?
The definition of insanity is doing the same
thing over and over and expecting a different
result, but it would not be insane to watch this
movie over and over again. Good thing you
don’t have to because there are 3 movies in
the Home Alone series that will each provide
a wonderful laugh for the whole family. Make
sure you rent this movie and “Keep the change,
ya filthy animal.”
1. “Elf.” Need I say more? This Will Ferrell
classic is a must-watch for my family every
Christmas, which is why it takes the number
one spot. This movie has everything: romance,
comedy, and a heartwarming story for the whole
family. Buddy the Elf sets out to New York to
find his dad, who is on the naughty list. Buddy
hopes to find his dad and get him on the nice
list, and maybe find some love along the way.
So, find your dad this Christmas season and sit
down and watch a beloved Christmas movie.

is tense.
The rest of the film follows Shuri, wading
through the complicated mess of her own
feelings and attempting to create alliances
between the mysterious leader’s secret nation
(called Talokan) and Wakanda. The plot can
get a bit convoluted, but overall, it carries
itself to the situation while avoiding any major
missteps. Some characters’ decisions, for

example, make sense but appear rushed, which
makes it difficult to buy completely (this is
especially notable at the end of the final fight
scene between Wakanda and Talokan).
The world-building plays a large part in
making the film great. Wakanda’s design is
beautiful, and they did it again with Talokan.
Talokan takes influence from Aztec myth,
becoming a sort of Atlantis for the Marvel
cinematic universe. Its citizens are waterbreathing people because of a plant that has
similarities to the heart-shaped herb. Wakanda
and Talokan have much in common, but
Talokan’s extremism makes it difficult for the
two nations to come to an agreement on how
to protect their respective vibranium resources.
“Wakanda Forever” is a beautiful addition
to the MCU. But the greatest thing about it is
that it’s still somewhat distant from the rest of
the MCU. “Wakanda” and “Wakanda Forever”
could almost stand on their own, and they might
even outlive the MCU in relevance all on their
own.
Contributed photo

Airband rocks the BJ Haan
cont.
...Potatoes, a group of four who leaned into
musical theatre with “The Other Side” from
the movie “The Greatest Showman.” They
organized themselves by having two members
act out the scene while the other two mimed
playing guitar, drums, and violin. While the
group’s performance did not involve any
complicated dancing or flashy transitions
between multiple songs, they demonstrated
their commitment through their costumes and
entertaining acting.
The following group of six called Zesty
Lemons performed “Determinate” from the
Disney Channel Original Movie “Lemonade
Mouth.” The choreography the group used
remained faithful to the characters in the scene,
with some impressive acrobatics for flair. The
crowd seemed to enjoy the nostalgia of the act
and engaged through clapping and cheering.
The second-to-last act featured Eoghan
Holdahl and Cardiff Smith in The Chaotic
Mess. They utilized a mashup of different
songs, including “The Electric Slide,” “LA
Devotee” by Panic at the Disco, “My Name Is”
by Eminem, “Drive By” by Train, and a few
songs by Taylor Swift and Michael Jackson.
The costumes were elaborate for how quick
the changes were, and the amount of energy
brought on by such a small group remained
electric. The dancing proved just as impressive,
with Holdahl even doing the splits. The crowd
loved it, and they received thunderous applause
at the end of their performance.

The final group was a returning one from the
previous year: the Sexy Six. They also used a
compilation of songs including “Bohemian
Rhapsody” by Queen, “Bye Bye Bye” by
NSYNC, “Bad Blood” by Taylor Swift, and a
couple of songs by the Black-Eyed Peas. Easily
recognizable with their color-coordinated
jackets and sunglasses, the group owned the
stage during their performance, even adding
a mini fake money launcher at the end for
coolness.
In addition to the acts, there were opportunities
for the audience to participate in games and win
prizes. The three games of this year’s Airband
included Sit Down If, Dizzy Trivia, and
Finish the Lyrics. It served to make the crowd
feel included in the event, and got everyone
laughing, whooping, and singing to keep the
energy high.
After the last game, time came to announce
the winners. Third and second place went to
Zesty Lemons and Sunday School Dropouts
respectively, with the Sexy Six pulling first and
receiving 500 dollars as their prize. The event
appeared a huge success, and this reporter, for
one, can’t wait to see what groups will perform
next year.
Photo credit: Isabel Pheifer and Quintin
Olson

Contributed photo
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Joe Anderson finishes strong
Philip Shippy — Staff Writer
Joe Anderson runs through a field, several
other men around him. His coach would later
describe him with two words: “metronome” and
“machine.” Ever so often, Anderson looks over
his shoulder as a tic. There are a lot of emotions
going through his head as he runs. He has been
running cross country for around ten years now,
and this is his final college race.
He crosses the finish line and watches his
teammates stream in behind him, many only
ten seconds behind him. Anderson can see his
parents waving him over from behind the fence
that separates the runners from the spectators.
He can see his coach crying. He cannot see
the scoreboard since it’s facing the audience.
The team jumps the fence, and the scoreboard
confirms Anderson’s hope.
Dordt University had won the NAIA
Cross Country Championships in Florida, and
Anderson, as the first Defender runner to cross
the finish line, had led his team to victory.
He felt satisfaction and relief wash over him.
“There’s just so much weighing on you,”
Anderson said. “The whole summer season
leads up to that moment.”
Anderson’s journey to his championship
finish started in seventh grade when he started
running for the George-Little Rock Mustangs.
He ran with them through middle and high
school and regularly placed in the top five.
A large challenge to his running early on
was the time commitment.
“It’s year-round,” Anderson said. “You get
two weeks off a year and the rest is straight
running 70 to 100 miles a week. So, it takes a
lot of sacrifice.”
Anderson knew that social or fun activities
would have to take a backseat if he wanted to

be a great runner.
“That was an obstacle at first … and I’m
glad I made the decision (to focus on running),”
Anderson said.
He was an excellent runner when he
graduated from high school, and he only got
better after he joined the Defenders.
Much of this is due to his work ethic.
“If you would ask Joe about doing a run
in the middle of the summer, Joe’s comment
would be, ‘Well, there’s no option to not do
it.’ He sees running and the work he puts in as
part of a lifestyle,” Head Cross Country and
Assistant Track Coach Nate Wolf said.
With this attitude, he threw himself into
improving his running.
One improvement was his ability to stay
focused throughout a race, according to his
coach.

“I just want to
promote Dordt
Cross Country in
the future after I’m
gone, and I hope
that’s my legacy.”
-Joe Anderson
“He raced at a high level in high school, but
he really relied, in my opinion, a lot on his kick.

Joe Anderson during a cross country race
He would just out-kick people,” Wolf said. “At
the college level, especially in the 8,000 meter
race, you really have to learn how to pour your
energy out over the course of the full 8,000
meters. [Understanding this now] allows him to
still use his kick, but he’s in a much better place
when it’s time to use it.”
However, Anderson’s growth wasn’t
without challenges. As an engineering student,
he would have to work hard at his academics.
Add to this mix a girlfriend who studied at a
different college (who would later become his
wife), and Anderson began to look like a circus
performer spinning plates on skinny poles.
It was hard, but Anderson somehow kept his
plates from crashing to the floor. He recently
ended his cross-country career with a 13th place
finish at the national championship.
While his place in the race certainly helped
the team to win, he also helped in far greater

ways.
“I think there’s a lot of people who
contribute to a championship, even beyond our
team, but Joe has the ability to make people feel
valued; he has the ability to connect with people
and to connect people with each other; and I
think that’s really valuable,” Wolf said. “[Joe]
provides the ligaments and the tendons for our
team. He’s what holds our team together in so
many ways.”
Through Anderson’s perspective, his greatest
achievement outside of the championship was
building a team.
“I’m proud of the way I’ve helped Coach bring
in new recruits,” Anderson said. “I just want to
promote Dordt Cross Country in the future after
I’m gone, and I hope that’s my legacy.”

Cross country team races to a national title
Sara Hofer – Staff Writer
On Nov. 18 in Tallahassee, Fla., the Dordt
University men’s cross-country team clinched
their first NAIA National Championship. Going
into nationals, the Defenders were ranked third
overall and made crucial moves throughout the
race to secure a lead and hopefully a victory.
Totaling a score of 97 points to beat the
national runner-up by 18, Dordt’s fall season of
preparation and goal to achieve a national title
became a reality.
The journey to prepare for another potential
national meet has continued to build, season
after season. With an eighth place finish last year,
the Defenders were looking to push themselves
more to see what they could accomplish this
time around. Head cross country coach Nate
Wolf could see the team’s journey and goal
throughout this season held the hope of making
it back again.
“The process started a year ago when we
felt like we could be a team in the top four at
the national meet,” Wolf said. “We wanted to
be, and [we] compete at a level we know we
can compete at our best and hoped good things
would come out of it.”

Davis Tebben, Trey Engen, Peter Shippy,
Eric Steiger, Thaniel Schroeder, junior Ethan
Summerhays, and sophomore Aidan Vorster.
“The most rewarding part of winning the
national championship is the fulfillment of a
five-year dream,” Tebben said. “[Eric] Steiger
and I came in to Dordt as freshmen five years
ago and we were a part of Dordt’s first ever
conference championship in men’s cross
country. Many people who build great teams
will plant seeds and never get the eat the fruit,
but the other seniors and I got to experience
both the planting and the harvest.”
Anderson finished 13th overall with an 8K
time of 24:28 with Tebben close behind in 17th
place. Shippy finished 18th, moving up 68 spots
in the overall race, ending with a personal best
time of 24:36, while Steiger finished 23rd,
clocking a time of 24:40. Summerhays, with a
time of 25:00, placed 45th overall in his junior
season, and Vorster, competing in his first
national championship, finished 50th with a

time of 25:02. Engen finished with a time of
25:54 at the meet, finishing 148th. The four
Defenders who finished in the top 40 received
All-American honors.
“They raced with confidence, with each
other, and supported one another throughout
the race,” Wolf said. “We were better because
we worked as a group, and it was the group that
made it happen for us. The way they raced is
what made it a fulfilling day.”
Over the course of the season, the team
has put in countless hours to achieve the first
national title in program history, along with the
first title won by a GPAC school. With many
seniors finishing their season on the podium,
they helped build a team over the years centered
on trust, working together, and recognizing the
strength of the team is its depth.
“Two traits that characterize this team are
trust and humility because if it helps the team
place higher, we don’t care if a teammate beats
us in a race,” Tebben said. “This team more

than any other I’ve been on recognizes that we
are more than the sum of our parts. We know
our teammates have our back when we race and
if one of us falls short, the others will step up to
carry the team.”
The men’s cross-country team has shown
that winning a national championship can be
within reach at Dordt. With the many different
traits each person brings to the team, each
member is of high value, holdign the team
together similarly to the body of Christ as
described by Paul in Romans. The men’s crosscountry team finished an outstanding season
with not only a national title but with close
friendships and a hopeful tradition that will
continue for future Defenders.
“It’s all about the responsibility that those
guys took in the process and did all the things
they needed to do,” Wolf said. “It reflects the
work these guys have done and one of the
challenges we put before the group every year
to see what can happen if you give 100%.”

We know our
teammates have our
back when we race
and if one of us falls
short, the others will
step up to carry the
team.”
-Davis Tebben
As the team was preparing for nationals,
the main strategy was aiming to compete in
positions where they knew they could finish at.
The team consisted of seniors Joe Anderson,

Dordt mens cross country team after winning the 2022 NAIA Championship
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Van Haaften surpasses 500-win milestone
Isabel Pheifer — Staff Writer
As the final buzzer blared in the DeWitt
Gymnasium on Nov. 25, the Dordt University
Men’s Basketball team’s win over Oak Hills
Christian was not the only victory. The 145-62
triumph also signified the 500th career win for
head coach Brian Van Haaften.
In Van Haaften’s very first game as a coach,
his team lost by 15 points to a team that was 0-5.
Van Haaften drifted off the court disappointed.
All he hoped was for his team to win one game.
The thought of winning 100 games seemed like
quite the stretch. But after one win trickled in,
the river of triumph never stopped flowing.
200. It came during 2004-2005, in just his
ninth year of being a head coach. 300. Five
years later, he added another hundred in his
407th career game. 400. On Nov. 25 and in
his 22nd season of coaching, he earned the
feat. 500. Exactly four years later to the day,
Van Haaften secured 500 career wins, an
accomplishment only 10 active coaches in the
NAIA have achieved.
Van Haaften, or “VH,” came to Dordt in
2018 after serving as head coach of the Buena
Vista Chargers since 1996. In his time there,
he put together one of the best active winning
percentages in NCAA Division III Men’s
Basketball history. His career record was 414188, with a career winning percentage of .687.
He coached his teams to nine regular season
conference titles and nine NCAA Division III

National Tournament appearances.
“I just always wanted to see if I could do it
somewhere else,” Van Haaften said. “I didn’t
want to be one of those guys that just rode off
into the sunset.”
Planning to retire in 10 years, Van Haaften
had no intention of moving and switching
schools. But deep down, he “always wanted
another challenge but never thought it would
come.” Then the head men’s basketball
coaching position at Dordt opened up. By what
Van Haaften described as pure luck, this job
opportunity fell into his lap.
“When coach Van Haaften was hired … I
believed he was fully equipped to lead young
men well, promote the Defender Way, and
coach competitive teams,” Dordt Director of
Athletics Ross Douma said.
Now in his fourth year at Dordt, Van Haaften
has continued his streak of producing winning
seasons. He has whipped up a 79-41 record,
and his .658 winning percentage is the best on
record at Dordt.
Van Haaften cannot recall a time when being a
coach was not his dream. When he was in junior
high, Van Haaften would often tune into radio
broadcasts of Chicago Cubs baseball games. As
he listened, he would try to manage the game,
thinking carefully about each move made as the
game progressed.
As his athletic experiences continued, so did
his desire to coach. Playing basketball at Pella

Dance team performs at
state competition
Jeralyn Wessel – Staff Writer
The Dordt University Dance Team loaded into
buses around 4:45 on the morning of Friday,
Dec. 2, and left for the Wells Fargo Arena
in Des Moines. The team performed three
routines for the Iowa State Dance and Drill
Team Association (ISDTA) state competition,
featuring pom, hip hop, and jazz, receiving
division one placements in all three. The jazz
routine placed third overall.
“We were very happy with our placement,
and it was a great starting point for us as we
now transition into our larger competition
season,” Head Dance and Cheer Coach Mel
Knobloch said.
The state competition marks the end of these
routines for the dance team, as they begin
learning new routines for competition season.
While state is the culmination of the season
for most high school teams, the competitive
college dance season begins in January and
continues through March with six to eight
competitions. Since state is outside of regular
season NAIA competitions, Knobloch and
some dancers view the performance in Des
Moines as a good practice run for performing
in front of large crowds.
The dance team is currently in its seventh
year as a varsity sport at Dordt, and the team
has more than tripled in size since its start. The
influx of fourteen freshman this year alone
has fueled new opportunities. With around
thirty dancers, the team can now split into two
squads: competition and gametime. While the
competition squad prepares routines for dance
invites, the gametime team prepares routines
for halftime shows during basketball games

and other events.
Even with the split team, Knobloch continues
to promote the familial culture within the group.
A committee of dancers organizes monthly
events for the team bonding. Whether eating a
meal at the coach’s house or packing Operation
Christmas Child boxes, the girls invest time in
building relationships with their teammates.
“We all love to dance, so we are not super
competitive with each other which is nice,”
Payton Oostenink, a senior on the dance team,
said. “We are all just really encouraging and
support each other no matter what – whether
you’re in the routine or not.”
As competition season draws closer and
begins, the team will continue to practice about
two hours daily to master their intense routines.
Each new competition will bring a chance
for the team to perfect a little more of their
routine and gain more points compared to their
NAIA competitors. Knobloch sees the national
competition as the end goal of the season and
will continually help her team to improve
their scores and increase the difficulty of their
routines throughout the season.
Dordt will host a competition on Feb. 18 next
semester in the DeWitt Gymnasium. Both the
cheer and dance teams will be competing.
Oostenink said she is looking forward to this
contest at home.
“I think that competition does a good job of
showing people what a dance competition is,”
Oostenink said. “A lot of people don’t think that
dance is a sport…these competitions show how
competitive of a sport it is.”
Contributed photo

Dordt’s dance team at the state competition

Christian High School, he wanted to be the
next Pella Christian coach. When he continued
his basketball career at the collegiate level at
Northwestern College, he wanted to be the
next coach there as well.
“God has closed every other door for me,”
Van Haaften said. “This has really been the
only thing that has shown its face to me for
my whole life.”
While Van Haaften has been showered with
praise for his recent accomplishment, he made
it clear all of his achievements have not come
alone. He credited much of his consistency
and success to his knowledgeable assistant
coaches and coachable players that have been
a part of his career. He believes he is “really
lucky” to have been at institutions in a “really
good stretch” of skilled players.
At Buena Vista, he coached over 50 players
that earned AII-IIAC accolades, including
multiple league’s Most Valuable Players
and a few Defensive Players of the year. At
Dordt, VH has coached players receiving AllGPAC honors eight times, with many others
receiving honorable mentions.
“Coach’s wisdom and experience has
broadened my perspective on the game,”
junior guard Bryce Coppock said. “I feel
really blessed that I can say I played for him
and was a part of his 500th win.”
When VH walked into the locker room after

winning 500, he was met with an eruption of
sound and excitement. Water was thrown high
into the air like confetti. White jerseys moved
like a tidal wave as every player surrounded Van
Haaften with jumps and shouts of acclamation.
As the water dripped off Van Haaften’s head
and onto one of his signature blue suit jackets,
assistant coach Kyle Lindbergh embraced him
in a hug. His daughter, who joined the team on
the bench for the night, stood in the back with a
proud smile gleaming across her face.
“I got a little emotional about it [winning
number 500],” Van Haaften said. “But
ultimately, it’s in my rearview mirror now
because I am hoping for more than that.”
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics

Coach Brian Van Haaften

Atheletes assemble dome of
ASB sports complex
Daniel Ketchelos —Staff Writer
Dordt University athletic students left
their mark on the new American State Bank
(ASB) Sports Complex dome. Student-athletes
on men’s and women’s soccer, softball, and
baseball teams were asked to help complete the
assembly on the inflatable dome.
Assembly of the dome began on Nov. 14,
finished on Nov. 21, and it was inflated on Nov.
23. Some students put in up to 20 hours of work
throughout the construction.
“It wasn’t required for all athletes, but for
the baseball guys we were expected to be out
there,” Charlie Hennessey, a junior pitcher for
the baseball team, said. “There was no hour
limit [to work], but it was expected that if you
aren’t in class or have anything else you gotta
be out there [working].”
Having student athletes help in the assembly
of the dome also helped raise funds for their
programs.
“Yeadon is the dome manufacturer, and
in the contract, they originally were going to
provide day laborers, but they also said they
would take volunteer labor,” Carrie Krohn,
Director of ASB Complex, said. “So, some of
the coaches said, ‘Well, this is a great fundraiser
for our program,’ and on the biggest day they
had about 100 student-athletes out there, and
that day it was cold and windy with some
students working 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.”
The process for assembling the dome included
rolling out tarps and patching them together
with plates and cables.
“Our job was to get the 80,000-pound tarps,
roll them out, pull them apart, plate them, then
get them tucked into the concrete. Then we ran
the cables across so that when they inflated it, it
was ready to go,” said Chaz Gothard, a junior
left-handed pitcher for the baseball team. “With
the wind, cold, and all the snow it was quite a
challenge for everybody out there.”
The inflatable dome is comprised of strong
tarp-like material and held up by support
cables and pressurized air. Without help from
Dordt athletes, the dome might not have been
assembled on time.
“Some of the texts from Yeadon said that they
wouldn’t have been able to do it without the
students. They really stepped up and helped a
lot so we’re thankful for them,” Krohn said.
Despite the hard work and many hours, athletes
found enjoyment in the assembly process and in

helping to support their programs.
“I think it was awesome because we made a
lot of money for the program, and I don’t think
there will ever be another opportunity like this,”
Hennessey said. “It definitely sucked, but it was
nice to be out there with your guys and there
was still fun to be had.”
Athletic coaches encouraged students to help
with the assembly not just because it needed to
be done, but for the legacy that they will leave
within the dome.
“I think it’s really cool for our athletes to
go and have some sweat equity in it,” Nathan
Bacon, Assistant Director of the ASB Sports
Complex and Head Baseball Coach, said. “All
our programs talk about what type of legacy
you’re going to leave, and it’s going to be cool
for these athletes when they come back and
to say, ‘I had played a role in helping put this
together.’”
The ASB dome features useful technology to
maintain inflation. The dome is regulated by
gauges that can be electronically controlled,
which is crucial to maintaining inflation when
the air pressure changes.
“Eventually, we’ll have all those controls on
our phones, and since I live in Orange City, I
can remotely look at it and say, ‘Oh, we need
to turn this [pressure] up,’” Krohn said. “For
example, if there’s a weather event coming up,
like a snowstorm, you have to pay attention
because the snow can’t sit next to the dome
since it can collapse it.”
The ASB Sports Complex is the secondlargest in the state of Iowa, only surpassed by
the University of Iowa’s football complex. The
ASB complex spans 470 feet long, 250 feet wide,
and 75 feet tall. The complex is 118,000 square
feet and is large enough to house regulation-size
football and soccer fields, host two 9v9 soccer
fields, or two college-sized softball fields. In the
9,000 square foot headhouse, there is room for
60 to sit at tables and chairs.
“It’s an exciting thing for the city and
for Dordt University to have a facility of this
magnitude in the size of town we live in,”
Bacon said. “I’m excited to see how the Lord
uses it to bring people here, and we hope is that
people will come in that facility and that it will
have eternal impact.”
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College town coffee shops
Nyiah Gesink—Staff Writer
One of the absolute most important parts of
choosing a college is knowing the culture of the
school you are looking at and how you might fit
into that culture. One of the best ways to see the
culture: go to one of the town’s coffee shops.
Northwest Iowa is home to three different
colleges
including
Dordt
University,
Northwestern College, and Northwest Iowa
Community College. The area alone has around
a dozen coffee shops for students to choose
from. One such growing gem is The Grain
House.
Located in Hull, Iowa, a short 15-minute
drive from Dordt, The Grain House has had
quick success since its opening in 2021. The
space is split into two sections: one for home
goods and one for the coffee shop.
Before you walk in, make sure you pull the
door out, not push it in. The look of the door
and where the lip is located is a bit deceiving,
at least it was to me. To save you from any
embarrassment, make sure you pull, not push.
The atmosphere when entering is palpable
and contagious.
“It’s a calm atmosphere, just a nice place to
sit and do homework or chill,” Taryn Spoelstra
said, a sophomore nursing major who has
worked at The Grain House for a year.
Lantern lights hang from the exposed ceiling
and match the rustic look of the wooden
and brick walls. Two high-rise tables line

the front garage door walls which can open
during warmer days. The doors are made up
of windows which provide a sort of natural,
encouraging light.
Before ordering, you should look at the
drinks of the month.
I would suggest any sort of coffee that
is iced, my favorite being the brown sugar
cinnamon iced latte. Don’t forget to add cold
foam. The vanilla cold foam is made right in
front of you, it is not pulled out of the fridge,
and makes for a great top for any cold coffee.
However, The Grain House does not only
serve coffee for drinks. There are also smoothie
options, tea options, chai options, as well as
alcohol options for the older crowd.
“Training took a long time,” Spoelstra said.
“It was a lot of memorization, there are so many
different options it took me a couple of weeks to
get everything down.”
While The Grain House has a lot of
competition, the most comparable being
Rooted, in many ways it stands out from its
opposing shops. For one, the space is very large.
There is room for multiple people to spread out,
push tables together, or move around as they
wish. Whereas most coffee shops in the area are
relatively small with limited seating, The Grain
House stands out in this way.
While their food, drinks, and space do set
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The Grain House located in Hull, Iowa
them apart, it is not the most prevalent thing
that draws college students to The Grain House.
Instead, it is the atmosphere that is immediately
felt upon arrival.
“It was really cute and very well decorated,”
Jenna Wolfswinkel said, a sophomore
Administrative Assistant major who used to
work at Casey’s Bakery. “I liked that it had
a lot of places to sit for people, to eat or do
homework or anything like that.”
The wood and brick walls combine to make
a very warm feel, turning homey when you
sit next to the fireplace. While the style of the
area is not modern, the furniture is new and the
space is always clean. The sound of the coffee
machine is quiet and comforting, and chatter is
constantly ringing. Natural light makes up more
than half of the space’s lighting, giving a sort of
outdoor feel to the inside.
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Some college students have taken to
working at The Grain House, while others find
themselves enjoying the space for studying and
homework. As a place in between Dordt and
Northwestern, the different schools have found
a sort of unity in the new place. There is constant
studying going on, reading, and conversation
with students as well as community members.
If you are out looking for a college and want
to know what the culture of the school is like,
you need to look no further than the coffee
shop. If you want to see how higher education
in Northwest Iowa would be, pop into The
Grain House for a perfect picture of life here.
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